Case management and clinical paths: strategies to support the perinatal experience.
The needs of the perinatal client population and the current health care environment necessitate exceptionally well coordinated care throughout the entire episode. This is especially true of individuals who have complex problems, including pathophysiology, psychosocial, and economic issues. Case management enhances care coordination activities for individuals with complex issues. Clinical paths support the needs of the usual perinatal client. These two strategies have demonstrated effectiveness in supporting the coordination and management of care of perinatal clients.